150      DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
Abbasides looked upon the foundation of this rising
Omayyad State with doubt and apprehension and
rightly feared that it would be a danger in the future
to their sovereignty in the Western provinces. The
idea of crushing it in its cradle was not strange to the
early Abbaside Caliphs ; Al-Mansur at least made an
effort to crush it and sent Ibn Mughith al-Yahsubi,
governor of Africa, to invade Andalusia. But Abdul
Rahman dispersed the army of the Abbaside Caliph
and killed his representative and, according to certain
records, sent to Mecca his head and the heads of some
of his men, accompanied by the letter of Al-Mansur to
Ibn Mughith, Al-Mansur was seized with terror and
exclaimed: " This is none but a devil; thanks be to
God that there is a sea between him and us."
It appears that the Abbaside policy was preoccu-
pied, for some time, after Al-Mansur, with this rival
Muslim State. But if the rise of this State disturbed
the Abbasides, for distant possibilities connected with
prestige and moral sovereignty, it was a threatening
danger to the kingdom of the Franks. The memory
of Muslim invasions in France, and those of the great
battles fought between Iskm and Christendom on the
banks of the Loire, and their menace to overrun the
northern nations, was still alive in the bosoms of the
Frankish tribes and it was not unlikely that the danger
would be renewed if the civil war in Muslim Spain
came to an end and the Muslim State continued, as it
was, a strong coherent block.
Was at not natural that these factors should have
encouraged the policy of war and strife between the
rising kingdom of the Franks and the young State of
Cordova, and between Christianity whose triumphal
banner Charlemagne carried beyond the Rhine and
protected from the attacks of Saxon paganism, and
Islam whose torrent flowed to France half a century
before and was stemmed only by the civil war in Spain ?
The struggle against the Muslim State in Spain was a